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GOT NEWS? We’ve got news for you. Please send any news tips, ideas and press releases to EDITOR@MONTANAKAIMIN.COM.
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ARE YOU JAPANESE?
‘Sup Kitty?
By Suzie Chiem
It’s strange to think that a white circle with ears, two but-
ton eyes, whiskers and a crooked bow is loved by so many. 
This popular icon is made famous because, according to her 
creator, Yuko Shimizu, the lack of a mouth is attractive to 
many people.
Don’t judge me. I like Hello Kitty. But in my defense, I’m 
not the only one. You secretly do too. She’s gained popular-
ity with everyone from small children to motorcycle gangs. 
No one can resist her. I’m not cuckoo. I’ve never run around 
yelling, “Hello Kitty is my life, I need to own everything 
and have a tattoo of Hello Kitty on my calf to show the world 
that I love her.” No. That’s not me.
She made her debut in 1974, and this 38-year-old icon still 
makes many feel like a kid again.
Besides being Japan’s most recognizable cartoon cat, she’s 
the female Mickey Mouse. I secretly think she kicks butt in 
sales and merchandising. She even has her own plane!
But even though I grew up in an Asian household, I only 
admired her from afar. My parents didn’t have a lot of mon-
ey. I was the chubby girl munching on chips while muffling 
my cries outside the store’s window, hoping one day I would 
own a beautiful stuffed kitty of my own.
For years, I would save up the change from my mom’s 
purse in hopes that I could buy a Hello Kitty keychain.
That cat is a multibillion-dollar brand. If the Looney Tunes 
or Disney characters were drawn without mouths, imagine 
how much more successful they could be. She wasn’t giv-
en a mouth, explains Sanrio, the company that owns Hello 
Kitty, because she “speaks from the heart. She is Sanrio’s 
ambassador to the world and isn’t bound to any particular 
language.”
No one wants to let go of Hello Kitty out of nostalgic long-
ing, as if by keeping a symbolic object, they can somehow 
preserve a fragment of their childhood selves.
But now that she is available to me, she’s less appealing. 
I might still love her, but I think at some point I left behind 
my mad desire to cover my walls with her and now I simply 
smile when I see her picture on a notepad or small purse. I 
no longer feverishly munch down on chips outside of shop-
ping malls while dreaming of her.
Anything can be and is stamped with the Hello Kitty 
brand, including towels, pencils, clothing, stationery and 
mobile phone covers, she is seriously everywhere. You can’t 
ignore her presence.
Papa, thank you for not spending thousands of dollars on 
this adorable cat. I appreciate the other things you bought 
for me, like, you know, food.
But seriously, I would love to have that 10-foot Hello Kitty 
with the sparkly bow instead of a cardboard box.
I promise I’m not bitter … anymore.  
suzie.chiem@umontana.edu
@suziechiem
Big Ups to midterms. There’s 
nothing better than suddenly 
becoming aware of your own 
mortality.
Big Ups to the student suing 
Higher One. It’s just not college 
without a lawsuit or two. 
Big Ups to the Peace Corps 
for putting UM on a top 10 
list while the rest of Missoula 
slowly kills off its homeless 
population.
Backhands to the smoke 
weed everyday (sic) hacker for 
stealing the Kaimin’s motto.  
Backhands to the Provost for 
trying to shorten our winter 
break. We need those six weeks 
for our livers to heal after a 
semester of drinking.
Backhands to the University 
for declining enrollment. Can 
you not sell a place like Mis-
soula? Do you even #Thrive?
BIG BACKH A N D SUPS 
EDITORIAL CARTOON
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The Kaimin brings you this week’s 
biggest stories from around campus and 
Missoula. Check out the full versions of 
these stories at: 
www.montanakaimin.com
HIGHER STANDARDS FOR 
HIGHER ONE 
A student filed a class-action 
lawsuit against Higher One Hold-
ings Inc. on Monday.
Dan Knudsen, a law student at 
UM, accused the University and 
Higher One of privacy violations. 
In 2010, Higher One and UM part-
nered to process financial aid re-
funds, allowing it access to names, 
email addresses, birthdays, gen-
ders, phone numbers and the last 
four digits of students’ Social Se-
curity numbers.
Lucy France, legal counsel for 
UM, said that Higher One’s access 
to students’ information doesn’t 
violate students’ rights. Higher 
One has access to all students, re-
gardless of financial aid status.
“The University, nor Higher 
One, does not provide any student 
information to any bank or other 
entity without a student’s con-
sent,” France said.
Judge Robert Deschamps will 
decide if the case will be dis-
missed, or if additional hearings 
will be held. Knudsen and his at-
torney Quentin Rhodes expect to 
hear the decision within the next 
few weeks.
ENROLLMENT DOWN 
Overall enrollment for UM 
declined again, decreasing 4.7 
percent this year. 
While overall numbers are 
down, freshman enrollment rose 
by 8.9 percent, and freshman 
retention has gone up from 90.2 
percent last year to 91 percent this 
year.
The total student headcount for 
spring 2015 was 12,922.
MONTANA STANDS TALL 
WITH PEACE CORPS 
REPRESENTATION
UM ranks in the top 10 for most 
undergraduate alumni volunteers 
for the Peace Corps, among medi-
um sized universities.
Last year UM was ranked No. 
12, but this year the University 
jumped up the list to sixth in the 
nation, with 27 active Peace Corps 
volunteers. Since the creation of 
the Peace Corps, 765 UM alumni 
have served with them.
This week is also Peace Corps 
week. Campus Peace Corps rep-
resentative and returned Peace 
Corps volunteer, Amber Gladney, 
told the Kaimin that the week is 
a great opportunity for returned 
volunteers to share their stories 
and inspire others to join.
UM is one of the few schools 
with a Peace Corps Preparation 
Program, being  the third univer-
sity to establish such a program.
SCHWARTZ TRIAL DATE TO 
BE DETERMINED
Earlier this week, the trial date 
for a former UM student accused 
of sexual assault has moved again. 
The new date has not yet been 
released, but is expected to be an-
nounced sometime next week.
The trial was changed to June 
19 earlier this week, but judicial 
assistant Brenda Johnson told the 
Kaimin on Wednesday it was 
changed because of problems 
within the counsel. 
Timothy Schwartz, 19, has al-
ready had two other trials. The 
first in October 2014 ended in a 
deadlocked jury. The most recent 
trial, which was on Feb. 23, was 
canceled after Judge John Larson 
declared a mistrial due to a jury 
member potentially having too 
much information, which could 
have lead to bias.
dakota.wharry@umontana.edu
@dwharry12396
What could wake a hibernating bear? An abnormally warm winter, apparently.Yellowstone National Park’s 150 grizzly bears are on the move, according to the 
National Park Service, which confirmed the first bear sighting of the year on Feb. 9—almost a month earlier than usual. That could be due to climate change.
The past decade has been the hottest on record for Yellowstone, about 1.4 degrees above the region’s 20th century average.
Al Nash of the National Park Service said the sighting meant the agency had to push up its annual announcement to warn park goers the grizzlies are out.
“In mid-February, grizzlies aren’t usually on the minds of the cross-country skiers and snowshoers in the park, so hopeful-
ly we can get the word out to be on the lookout,” Nash said.There are an estimated 550 grizzlies in the 28,000-square-mile great-
er Yellowstone area, and reports of bear sightings outside the park boundaries are coming in from Montana and Wyoming as well.
Typically, the NPS grizzly bear broadcast comes in mid-March, but after an early cold spell in November and December, Yellowstone’s 2015 winter has been av-
eraging temperatures about 10 degrees Fahrenheit warmer than usual.“We’re getting 40-degree days in February, where we often see 20 below zero,” Nash said.
That’s messed up the threatened species’ internal clocks—they’ve adapted their behavior to avoid the months that coincide with food shortages, cold temperatures, and 
snow on the ground. When they do wake up, it’s typically to a smorgasbord of animal carcasses—deer, bison, and elk that succumbed to the harsh winter weather.
But there hasn’t been a harsh winter in the area. Does that mean there won’t be as many dead treats for bears? Park staff actually do surveys to see how many 
carcasses are around at the end of each winter and designate areas—carcass hotspots, if you will—as off-limits to humans to limit bear and human interaction.
This year’s carcass surveys aren’t complete, so it’s still too early to know what the warmer winter means for the bears’ high-
protein food source. But the implications of what rising temperatures could mean for grizzly bears isn’t lost on Nash.
“They’re omares, so they’re eating whatever’s available,” he said. “But it is certainly possible that a milder winter could have an impact on the num-
ber of animals that succumb to the winter cold, and it certainly could have an impact on that food source availability as the grizzlies wake up.”
Climate change has already impacted the region’s white bark pines, with the warmer temperatures allowing bark beetles to attack large swaths 
of forest at higher elevation levels than they could usually live in. The white bark pine nuts are an essential part of the grizzly bear’s diet. On top 
of that, cold-water-loving fish such as cutthroat trout—a grizzly bear favorite—are at risk of losing habitat in lower elevations as streams heat up.
A report from the conservation organization Greater Yellowstone Coalition warned what mild winters could mean for bears and other scavengers.
Climate Chang  Turns Famed Dogsled Race to Mush“Following milder winters—likely to become more common—fewer grizzly bear 
cubs survive, at least in part because fewer carcasses, especially those of elk, are available as food than following traditionally harsh win-
ters,” the report stated, adding that black bears, gray wolves, foxes, coyotes, and bald and golden eagles—all scavengers—could be affected.
“The long-term trends of climate change’s effect on animals like the grizzly bear are what we’re concerned about,” said Greater Yellowstone Coalition 
wildlife director Chris Colligan. “We need to make sure the bears continue to have food sources that reduce conflict with humans—keeping bears out of 
our trash, and bear-proofing nearby communities is Grizzly bears at Yellowstone National Park are emerging from winter hibernation weeks earlier than 
normal because of the arrival of spring-like weather, with warmer-than-usual temperatures and rain instead of snow, a park spokesman said on Tuesday.
Yellowstone on Monday confirmed the first report of a grizzly roaming the central part of the park, where it was seen scavenging on a bison carcass, according to spokesman Al Nash.
Nash said the emergence of grizzlies comes roughly a month earlier than in recent years, with the first sightings of the bears from 2012 to 2014 happening between March 4 and March 14.
Grizzlies are ravenous after periods of hibernation that can span months and in which eating and other activities are suspended, Nash said. The outsized, 
hump-shouldered bruins typically feed on the carcasses of winter-killed animals like bison, elk and deer for the quick intake of needed calories, he said.
The 2.2-million-acre (890,000-hectare) park that spans parts of Wyoming, Montana and Idaho is warning visitors to be on the lookout for the bears since 
they are not usually active during February, a month at the park that sees many fewer visitors than at the height of tourist season in the summer, Nash said
“It’s important to make sure visitors during this period are aware that they already need to be thinking about proper actions in bear country,” he said.
That includes avoiding carcasses if seen, carrying bear spray, hiking in groups of at least three people and making noise to avoid startling bears and causing them to act defensively.
Grizzly bears in the lower 48 states were listed as threatened under the U.S. Endangered Spe-
cies Act in 1975 after hunting, trapping and poisoning reduced their numbers to roughly 1,000 from about 100,000.
EARLY
JOURNALISM
Th  truth bout r ce t bea sightings
The helicopter flew over the snowcapped peaks and glaciated valleys of the Mis-sion Mountains while wildlife man-
ager Stacy Courville scanned the craggy peaks 
for mountain goats. With little wind on the blue-
bird day, they had seen quite a few. The crew 
flew over an open patch of snow and saw three 
grizzly bears below them, a sow and two cubs, 
headed for cover in a nearby timber stand. The 
helicopter circled back, but the bears had disap-
peared. It was Feb. 23, 2015.
It’s March and temperatures are soaring. 
Snow has been scarce lately and the average 
temperature is in the 40s. February’s warm win-
ter has been blamed for forcing bears out of hi-
bernation early.
Yellowstone National Park’s management as-
sistant, Wade Vagias, confirmed the sighting of a 
lone bear in the park on Feb. 9, while other bears 
have been sighted in Glacier National Park, the 
Blackfoot Valley and the Mission Mountains.
Climate change is suspected to be the cause 
of recent grizzly sightings, according to most 
media outlets, stating that the abnormally warm 
winter could cause bears to wake early.
FACT OR FICTION
Articles in Reuters, Newser and Think-
Progress report that grizzlies have left their dens 
and are awake for the year.
“Grizzly bears in Yellowstone National Park 
are rising out of hibernation weeks earlier than 
usual this year due to mild winter weather,” 
ThinkProgress reported.
These stories use vague sources, like un-
named officials, to sensationalize a few bear 
sightings without consulting the experts.
“According to national park officials at Yel-
lowstone National Park, grizzly bears are wak-
ing up early — as much as one month earlier 
than usual. And park officials wonder if the 
area’s warmer-than-usual conditions are to 
blame,” ecology.about.com reported.
But these news organizations may not be 
showing the whole picture.
Grizzly bear recovery coordinator and UM 
professor Chris Servheen said bears frequently 
get out of their dens in February during sunny 
periods.
Servheen, who has been at the lead of research 
and management of grizzly bears in the lower 48 
for nearly three decades, said a handful of bear 
sightings is not representative of a population.
“Every year we get bears out and usually in 
February. I don’t know if it’s markedly more 
than usual,” Servheen said.
Without a couple of years of increasing re-
ported bear sightings, or less snow, Servheen 
said there is no evidence something is drastical-
ly affecting the bears’ environment or changing 
their sleeping patterns.
“We have to see a couple years of increasing 
reports, and we have to see lower snowpack,” he 
said.
Servheen went on to say the weather has little 
effect on bears going into hibernation, but in-
stead it depends on food supply. He also said 
bears will often delay going into hibernation if 
they have an available food source.
Such was the case in Glacier National Park, 
when several large males were spotted in January 
following wolf packs and scavenging their kills.
by Cavan Williams, Charlie Ebbers
“Yellowstone National 
Park’s 150 grizzly bears 
are on the move, 
according to the 
National Park Service, 
which confirmed the 
first bear sighting of the 
year on Feb. 9 — almost 
a month earlier than 
usual. That could be due 
to climate change.”
-TAKEPART 
NEWS ORGANIZATION
(PROBABLY NOT TRUE)
TRACKING THE BEARS
The grizzly sighting in Yel-
lowstone received a lot of me-
dia coverage, but there have 
been other reports this year as 
well. In the Blackfoot Valley 
there were two separate sets 
of grizzly tracks reported, two 
sets in the northern portion of 
the Flathead National Forest 
and the three sighted in the 
Mission Mountains.
According to the National 
Park Service website, grizzlies 
are true hibernators, meaning 
they dig dens and go into deep 
sleeps when weather gets cold. 
They den during especially 
harsh environmental condi-
tions when food and water are 
scarce.
Most body temperatures of 
true hibernators, such as bats 
and turtles, drop considerably 
when they are hibernating. 
Bears, on the other hand, stay 
near their normal body tem-
perature while they hibernate.
They go through two phases 
of hibernation, one is deep hi-
bernation, where the bear stays 
in its den. The other is a walk-
ing hibernation, where they are 
awake and living on their fat 
reserves, according to “Behav-
ior, Biochemistry, and Hiber-
nation in Black, Grizzly, and 
Polar Bears,” a research paper 
by Ralph Nelson. The 1980 pa-
per that UM researcher John 
J. Craighead contributed to 
categorized the four different 
physiological changes of bears. 
Wildlife managers like 
Courville aren’t surprised that 
grizzly bears have been seen. 
Bears are out at all times of the 
year, but seeing a sow and two 
cubs isn’t a typical sighting for 
this time of year, he said.
“They looked healthy, they 
looked good,” Courville said.
Earlier that week, he said he 
saw a black bear near the Na-
tional Bison Range who looked 
ragged with a matted coat.
The grizzly bears spotted 
from the helicopter at about 
8,000 feet didn’t stay out in the 
open long, but compared to 
the black bear, looked like they 
were in much better shape, 
Courville said.
Courville said he suspected 
their winter den was in the 
trees nearby and that they had 
come out of the den because it 
was a bit cramped with three 
bears inside, weighing about 
700 pounds combined.
“It’s too early, there’s noth-
ing out there for them now,” he 
said.
So far, there have been no 
grizzly sightings at lower el-
evations on the reservation. It’s 
hard for scientists or bear man-
agers to definitively state how 
long grizzly bears hibernate, 
because it varies from bear to 
bear.
WHAT ABOUT THIS WARM 
WINTER?
Courville said it’s not un-
common for bears to wake 
and stretch their legs in Feb-
ruary, but that doesn’t mean 
that weather doesn’t play an 
important factor in grizzly 
habits.
With the anniversary of a 
major Missoula blizzard last 
week, western Montana looks 
like a different world than it 
did one year ago.
Compared to last year, av-
erage temperatures are much 
higher and rain is falling 
instead of snow. With Bos-
ton under record amounts of 
snowfall, and the West Coast 
suffering another drought, the 
extreme weather patterns of 
climate change may play a role 
in bears’ lives soon.                            
Peter McDonough is an en-
vironmental studies gradu-
ate student with degrees in 
physics and energy engineer-
ing. He said the extreme dif-
ference between last year and 
this year’s winters is evidence 
of changing weather patterns, 
which will affect everything. 
McDonough said the warning 
signs don’t emerge from one 
winter, but from an extremely 
cold winter followed by a very 
dry winter.
“I mean, which part of the 
BEAR HIBERNATION FACTS
ecosystem do you want to look 
at?” McDonough said. “For the 
people in Montana it means 
when you start getting preda-
tors and prey, whose climatic 
adaptations start to diverge … 
it’s just going to be this cas-
cade where if you knock off 
one part of the pyramid every-
thing else starts to crumble.”
McDonough went on to 
reference the mountain pine 
beetle and the damage they’ve 
caused forests, citing the lack 
of cold weather that normally 
keeps beetle populations in 
check.
Montana Fish, Wildlife and 
Parks bear manager, Jamie Jon-
kel, isn’t surprised that grizzly 
bears have been sighted. He 
devoted his career to grizzly 
bear research in Yellowstone 
20 years ago, now he works 
at FWP as a bear specialist in 
west-central Montana.
“I wouldn’t pull the global 
warming card yet,” Jonkel 
said, “we might see climate 
impacts on bears, but it’ll take 
30 to 40 years to know.”
WARM WEATHER BRINGS 
PEOPLE OUT TOO
Founder of the Center for 
Wildlife Information and the 
leader of the “Be Bear Aware 
Campaign,” Chuck Bartle-
baugh, said his life mission 
is to educate people on be-
ing safe in wild places with 
wild animals. He also said he 
doesn’t think it’s strange that 
bears have been sighted either.
Bartlebaugh started study-
ing bears in 1976, and has 
heard stories of grizzlies up 
and moving around every 
winter.
“Traditionally, every Febru-
ary, single females and males 
get up and move around look-
ing for wolf kills,” Bartlebaugh 
said.
Winter weather conditions 
have been mild, and more peo-
ple have been hiking through-
out the year. Bartlebaugh said 
this has led to more reports 
this early in the season. With 
more people able to get out 
in the sunshine, there will be 
more reported sightings.
Because of the warmer win-
ter Montana has experienced, 
he said it was more likely peo-
ple were out hiking around, 
increasing chances of encoun-
tering a bear that’s out looking 
for winter kill. With bears out 
and on the move, it’s impor-
tant for people to be alert and 
ready for an encounter, Bartle-
baugh said.
An unofficial study he con-
ducted in the Rattlesnake Wil-
derness last summer found 
that six out of 200 people car-
ried bear spray when recreat-
ing. He explained this statistic 
showed that most people have 
a false sense of security when 
they’re hiking near town.
“Whether you’re cross 
country skiing, snowmobiling 
or snowshoeing or whatever 
it is, just keep your bear spray 
with you and keep it warm,” 
Bartlebaugh said.
Montana Fish, Wildlife and 
Parks has received two re-
ports of grizzly bears coming 
out and moving around in the 
Flathead National Forest, and 
one of a grizzly in the Black-
foot Valley, all popular hiking 
destinations.
“People should expect griz-
zly bears at any time of year 
in Western Montana,” Bartle-
baugh said.
cavan.williams@umontana.edu
charlie.ebbers@umontana.edu
Grizzlies normally wake from hibernation between mid-March and 
April. Generally, solitary male grizzlies and black bears come out of 
hibernation first, according to the National Park Service. 
Including the grizzly bear in Yellowstone, there have been 
four grizzlies sighted this spring, with three reports of 
tracks being found.  The sighting in Yellowstone puts the bear 
 
They go through two phases of hibernation, one is deep 
hibernation where the bear stays in its den. The other is a 
walking hibernation, where they are awake and moving around 
looking for  food and water, according to a research paper 
by Ralph Nelson. 
This year’s temperate winter could mean fewer dead animals for 
bears to scavenge. Wandering bears without a stable food 
supply will affect all of Montana, especially outdoor enthusiasts.
A black bear crosses a road near the Snake River in Grand Teton National Park on July 7, 2008. 
This year bears have already been spotted out of hibernation in Glacier and Yellowstone National 
Parks. Many new organizations are attributing these early sightings to climate change but some 
experts disagree. University of Montana Wildlife Conservation professor Chris Servheen says that a few
early sightings does not represent a trend in the whole population.
“... We might 
see climate 
change 
impacts on 
bears, but it’ll 
take 30 to 40 
years to tell.”
-JAMIE JONKEL
MONTANA FISH, WILDLIFE 
AND PARKS BEAR MANAGER
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Missoula bands branch 
out at Treefort Music Fest
You may want to start your 
spring break early this year. 
Three Missoula bands will hit 
the road on March 25 for the 
upcoming Treefort Music Festi-
val. Local acts BOYS, Wrinkles 
and Idaho Green are bringing a 
taste of Montana to the down-
town Boise festival. Headliners 
include TV On the Radio, Josh 
Ritter, Built to Spill, Foxygen, 
Trampled by Turtles and more 
than 400 other bands.
The festival was founded 
to showcase Boise’s young, 
vibrant culture, and includes 
music, yoga, theatre, dance, 
art, film and even a “Hackfort” 
technology workshop. While 
the focus is on Boise’s emerg-
ing art scene, Missoula bands 
hope to bring Montana rock to 
the festival.
Kale Huseby, BOYS vocalist 
and guitarist, said he is looking 
forward to playing the festival 
with other Missoula bands.   
“Montana bands are bring-
ing proof that exciting, relevant 
things are happening in and 
around the state,” Huseby said.
Montana is not often thought 
of as an up-and-coming place 
for music.
“Idaho Green and Wrinkles 
are both super rad bands that 
are putting Montana on the 
map, lending legitimacy to our 
music scene,” Huseby said.
Thomas Elsen sings vocals 
and plays synth for Wrinkles. 
He said Stage 112’s venue man-
ager Shawna Lee told the band 
they should apply for the fes-
tival. Elsen said he’s excited to 
see bigger bands from Boise, 
like Built to Spill, and take in 
the diverse music scene. 
“Treefort is a way to gath-
er more local artists from the 
Northwest, and bring in some 
bigger musicians from all over 
to make for one bangin’ time in 
downtown Boise,” Elsen said.
Boise is a new venue for 
Wrinkles, who usually plays 
around Missoula, Bozeman 
and Seattle. 
“I’m looking forward to 
playing our music to a new 
crowd in a festival setting. 
We’ve never played a festival 
before. I’m also excited to try 
and meet some of the artists I 
really respect,” Elsen said.
Tickets are $159.00 for the 
five-day general admission, 
with cheaper single day and 
special passes also available. 
Nick Hawksley, guitarist for 
BOYS, said Treefort is worth 
the trip for Missoulians.
“You can literally do any-
thing with little to no lines, and 
small risk of venues reaching 
capacity. You will get to see 
your favorite band in a small, 
intimate club like you have al-
ways wanted. Why not start 
your spring break early and 
with an amazing festival in an 
amazing town?”  
tess.haas@umontana.edu
@tesshaas
Tess Haas
Montana Kaimin
Local hounds sniff  
out bike thieves
A new group of activists 
called “The Bike Hounds,” has 
formed to help combat bike 
theft in Missoula. The group 
is taking a three-pronged ap-
proach, using education, a map 
of all bike thefts in Missoula 
and a business representative 
program to deter thieves.
The group sprung out of 
frustration with 
the frequency of 
bike theft and is 
spearheaded by 
Sonia Stringsberg, 
Jakob Wyder and 
Rachel Pauli.
The Hounds 
are creating a map 
showing where 
bikes have been 
stolen to find 
“hotspots.” The 
map would be permanently in-
stalled at Freecycles, said Bike 
Hounds volunteer and Univer-
sity of Montana student Brenna 
Gradus.
This map would coincide 
with the use of “bait bikes,” 
which contain GPS trackers 
and are intended to be stolen. 
“People who steal bikes are 
sometimes large-scale perpe-
trators, and have a number of 
stolen bikes that they’re trying 
to sell,” Gradus said. 
The group has been working 
with the Missoula Police De-
partment to use bait bikes more 
extensively.
Stringsberg, one of the 
founding members of the 
Hounds, stressed the impor-
tance of copying down the seri-
al number of your bike, taking 
pictures and registering it with 
the Police Department. The 
group plans to host two events 
per year at Freecycles to help 
citizens, and especially new 
college students, understand 
the importance of bike theft 
prevention.
Another one of 
the group’s goals 
is to have Bike 
Hounds’ repre-
sentatives at local 
businesses, work-
ing with employ-
ees and customers 
to keep bikes safe 
when locked near-
by.
S p r i n g s b e r g 
says she isn’t in-
terested in turning the Hounds 
into a business or nonprofit, 
she merely wants the commu-
nity to know that there is an or-
ganization willing to work for 
them and their bicycle needs.
“We want to grow to a size 
that instills fear in thieves and 
start lobbying for larger penal-
ties for people caught stealing 
bikes. Currently, in order to get 
in any real trouble, the bikes 
have to be worth over a thou-
sand dollars, which gives a lot 
of incentive for cheaper bikes to 
be stolen,” Sprinsberg said.  
rylan.boggs@umontana.edu
@RT_Boggs
Join Missoula Bike 
Hounds at freecycles 
for live music and beer:
LoCAl Yokel @ 8:15
The Skurfs @ 9:15
March 14
Rylan Boggs
Montana Kaimin
If you go to Treefort...
BOYS: 
8 p.m. Fri., 3/27. 
@ Knitting Factory
Wrinkles: 
7 p.m. Sat., 3/28. 
@ The District
Idaho Green: 
2 p.m. Sat., 3/28. 
@ Crazy Horse
BAND TOGETHER SWIPER NO SWIPING!
Montana Kaimin
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INHERENT VICE
Roxy
Saturday, March 7 - 
Thursday, March 12 
@ 8 p.m., 
$7
    
Elusive writer, Thomas Pyn-
chon, is finally seeing one of 
his works on the big screen. 
Part crime drama, part exis-
tential exploration, “Inher-
ent Vice” is one of last year’s 
most interesting films. From 
the director of “The Master,” 
and featuring Joaquin Phoe-
nix, Benicio Del Toro and 
Reese Witherspoon, this is 
a movie you’re not going to 
want to miss.
1
THE TO-DO LIST COMPILED BY MICHAEL SIEBERT
INFAMOUS STRING-
DUSTERS
Top Hat
Tuesday,  March 10 
@ 8 p.m.
18+
$18 advance/
$20 door
    
Do you like bluegrass? Of course 
you do, you live in Missoula. 
Tuesday is your chance to see 
one of the genre’s most consis-
tent bands. They’ve been award-
ed three International Bluegrass 
Association Awards, and have 
released six albums since 2007. 
2 TWEEDYTop HatWednesday, March 11 
@ 8 p.m.
$35
SOLD OUT 
18+
    
Fans of Wilco were skeptical 
when frontman Jeff Tweedy 
released a collaborative album 
with his 17-year-old son. But all 
fears were set aside when their 
debut album as Tweedy, turned 
out to be extremely well-done. 
Now, you can see the indie rock 
family band in the flesh, per-
forming with The Minus 5.
3 POLECATTop HatFriday, March 13 
@ 10 p.m.
$5
21+
    
Close out your week with Polecat, a 
psychedelic folk outfit from Belling-
ham, Wash. Combining elements of 
the blues with more traditional blue-
grass elements, this is the perfect show 
for those of you who couldn’t make it 
to the Infamous Stringdusters. Also 
performing is Missoula’s Three-Eared 
Dog. 
4
michael.siebert@umontana.edu
@michaelcsiebert
4
FEATURE
PHOTO
Annie Harmon looks for a foothold as she scales the climbing wall in the Student Recreation Center. Harmon 
and belayer Mike Grey, not pictured, both plan to travel to the Mojave Desert over spring break to climb.
Loren Benoit/Montana Kaimin
Check out Three-Eared Dog’s 
campus session at: 
www.montanakaimin.com/
ONLINE 
ONLY:
  k i o s k
K A I M I N  C L A S S I F I E D S
The Kaimin assumes no responsibility 
for advertisements which are placed in 
the Kiosk. We urge all readers to use 
their best judgement and investigate 
fully any offers of employment, invest-
ment or related topics before paying 
out any money.
Student/Faculty/Staff
$1.80 per 5-word line/day
Off Campus
$2.00 per 5-word line/day
R A T E S
Lost and found ads may be placed in 
the Kiosk free of charge. They can be 3 
lines long and run for 3 days.
The Kiosk runs 4 days per week. 
Prepayment is required. Ads may be 
placed at DAH 207 or via FAX: 243-
5475, email: ads@montanakaimin.com 
or call 243-6541.
AD REPRESENTATIVES
Dani Howlett
Taylor Skansi
OFFICE ASSISTANT
Jesse Kipp
OFFICE ASSISTANT
Meg Dowaliby
PRODUCTION
Taylor Crews
OFFICE MANAGER
Ruth Johnsonmontanakaimin 
Office Staff
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FOR SALE
JUST IN, YOU REMEMBER 
THEM AS A KID I’VE GOT 
THEM IN! BALSAWOOD 
AIRPLANES, A DOZEN 
DIFFERENT KINDS.  The Joint 
Effort 1918 Brooks St. Holiday
Village Shopping Center
HELP WANTED
Parks & Recreation Seasonal 
Positions:  Aquatics, 
Recreation. Descriptions at 
www.ci.missoula.mt.us/jobs or 
Currents Aquatics Center, 
600 Cregg, McCormick Park. 
Lifeguarding classes start 4/6.
www.missoulaparks.org.
Missoula’s StoneCreek Lodge 
is NOW HIRING for PT & FT 
positions including front desk, 
housekeeping, breakfast, shuttle 
driver, night audit & houseperson. 
Morning, evening, & night 
shifts available. Competitive 
wages. Drug-free workplace.  
Apply in person at 5145 
Airway Blvd. Missoula.
SERVICES
M&M Driving School 
private lessons 317-3272
PC and Apple Repair 
Free Diagnosis 
Blocks from Campus www.
firstsolution.com (406) 540-1969
With the regular season 
coming to a close and the 
playoffs all but decided, there 
are only a few things left for 
the Montana Grizzlies to do.
The first is simple: playing 
better as the squad prepares 
for the Big Sky tournament.
“For us, all year it’s been 
about winning games...so 
that’s the big part of our mo-
tivation,” head coach Travis 
DeCuire said.
Where the tournament will 
be played is a lot less straight-
forward. Because league-lead-
er Sacramento State lost 
Thursday, it comes down to a 
three-way race between Mon-
tana, Eastern Washington and 
Sac State.
All three share identical 
13-4 league records and could 
host the conference tourna-
ment. If the Hornets win Sat-
urday, they host. If they lose, 
and Montana and Eastern 
Griz take on Cats for chance to host BSCT
both win, a tie-breaker based 
on opponent record will de-
termine the host.
“If we win, that’s a share of 
the championship,” DeCuire 
said. “A lot of places would be 
excited just to have a share of 
a banner.”
But to win a share of that 
championship, Montana must 
overcome one last obstacle - 
the Montana State Bobcats.
Seniors Jordan Gregory, 
Chris Kemp and Mike Weis-
ner will all face their most 
heated rival for the final time 
Saturday (MSU failed to qual-
ify for the BSC tournament), 
and none have lost to the Bob-
cats in their time as Grizzlies.
“It’s still Montana State, 
we’re still out to win,” Grego-
ry said. “If it was anyone else 
I would worry about being 
unprepared, but since it’s the 
Cats, we won’t have a prob-
lem.”
Montana easily dispatched 
the Bobcats in their first meet-
ing this season 63-48, on the 
strength of a double-double 
from forward Martin Bruenig, 
UM’s ninth straight win over 
MSU.
Since then, the Griz have 
steadily climbed in the stand-
ings, and are now in a three-
way tie for first place in the 
Big Sky.
While a win seems likely, 
Sacramento State’s loss Thurs-
day proved nothing is guar-
anteed in the Big Sky, some-
thing that rings especially 
true when it’s the Brawl of the 
Wild.
The Bobcats held Montana 
to just 44 percent shooting in 
their first meeting, and Greg-
ory, who averages 17.2 points 
per game, scored only three.
“I think that was a streaky 
night for him,” DeCuire said. 
“He took a lot of good shots 
that just didn’t go in…a lot of 
teams have been gearing up 
for him and forcing him to 
beat them, and he knows that 
now.”
DeCuire also said that MSU 
has improved as the season 
has gone on, and the win col-
umn has reflected that. When 
the Bobcats came to Missoula, 
they hadn’t won a conference 
game, but they’ve won four 
since.
“They’re more aggressive, 
and they’re getting more 
production from more peo-
ple right now,” DeCuire said. 
“They’re attacking the rim 
and drawing fouls and mak-
ing themselves harder to de-
fend.”
Regardless of the outcome, 
the Grizzlies are focused on 
the conference championship, 
which starts March 12.
“There’s a lot of parity (in 
the Big Sky) and anyone can 
beat anyone,” DeCuire said. 
“But right now, we’re playing 
the best we have all year.”
andrew.bixler@umontana.edu
@bixlerandy
Bryden Boehning jumps to escape his defenders, Fabijan Krslovic (left) and 
Chris Kemp (right) during a defensive drill during Tuesday’s practice.
Lacey Young/Montana Kaimin
Andy Bixler
Montana Kaimin
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